WHO international reference reagents for bovine and porcine proinsulins.
Candidate preparations for International Reference Reagents (IRR) for immunoassays of bovine and porcine proinsulin were evaluated in an international collaborative study. With the authorization of the Expert Committee on Biological Standardization of WHO, the following preparations were established as IRRs: bovine proinsulin (code 84/514, defined ampoule content 25 micrograms) and porcine proinsulin (84/528, 20 micrograms). The content of ampoules of these materials is defined in terms of mass rather than international units of activity, therefore they are IRR rather than International Standards. Both preparations are intended as primary reference reagents for the calibration of immunoassays.